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Scarecrow row & Halloween in oz
Discover Scarecrow Row this October, a new attraction at the Troy 
Historic Village along Livernois Road. Throughout October we’ll display 
creative scarecrows made by community members. If you or a family, 
scout troop, or club are in search of a fun, creative project, consider 
building a scarecrow. Pick up a free wooden frame and an entry card in 
the Village office during September and build a life-sized scarecrow. 
Prizes will be awarded to winners of the following categories: Best 
Overall, Funniest, and Most Unique. Each category will have a Staff 
Choice and a Facebook Fan Fav. Scarecrows should be:

1) Fun, imaginative, and family-friendly. 
2) Weatherproof: Scarecrows will be kept outside, so firmly attach   
clothing, stuffing, etc. 
3) Disposable: After Halloween we’ll dismantle the scarecrows, saving 
only the frames and contest winners. Scarecrows will not be returned 
to entrants once submitted. 
4) Completed and delivered to the Village office by September 30. 

The magic of L. Frank Baum’s 14 timeless Oz novels will come to 
life in the Village on Saturday, October 26, from 1-3 pm. Grab your 
oil can, courage, and silver slippers and travel our little brick road. 

Munchkins and good witches will hand out treats and assist with crafts, while the Troy Garden Club 
distributes mini-pumpkins. We’ve also invited a delightful magician to perform special tricks. Kids in 
costume are admitted free with a paying adult or senior. Adults $5, seniors $3. Parking is available at 
Zion Community Church, where a free shuttle to 
and from the Village will be provided. 
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The Troy Historical Society was organized 
in 1966 to promote the appreciation and 

awareness of the rich heritage of the citizens 
of Troy; to encourage preservation of records, 
pictures, structures, and other objects of local 

historical significance; and to sponsor programs 
to carry out these purposes. You can become 

a member by mailing in the membership 
application. Board meetings for the Troy 

Historical Society are held the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7 pm at the Troy Historic Village. 

All members are welcome to attend. 
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Who are we? What have we done? What do we hope to achieve? 
Every organization constantly revisits these questions and then 
crystallizes the answers into a mission statement that defines 
its work and a vision that projects what it hopes to become and 
accomplish.  As the Troy Historical Society began our second 
year managing the Troy Historic Village, our leadership began a 
thoughtful process of analysis and strategic planning.

They explored how museums across the country are changing in 
response to diverse audiences that are engaged with technology 
but that also value hands-on learning and social interaction. 
They looked long and hard at our own organization, which has 
accomplished a great deal, but which faces many challenges to 
make the Village operations sustainable.

On August 18, the Board of Trustees approved its new 2013 
Strategic Plan, which outlines incremental transformative steps 
that provide a pathway for the Society to grow and a fresh 
“participatory” focus for the Village.

Below are our newly-adopted Mission and Values.  The full text of 
the 2013-2015 Strategic Plan is available online. Hard copies are 
also available at the Troy Historic Village. The THS leadership is 
excited about the future, but readily admits that a plan is only good 
thoughts on paper unless committed individuals roll up their sleeves 
and put the ideas into action. Consider helping. We need skilled 
accountants, fundraisers, IT and insurance specialists. Volunteer 
applications are only a click away on our website.

Mission Statement: The Troy Historical Society stimulates 
discovery and cultivates life-long appreciation of history by sharing 
and preserving heritage through creative, meaningful experiences 
that engage our stakeholders.

Values: The Troy Historical Society will provide a welcoming 
environment that:
• Engages visitors and stakeholders in positive learning 
experiences and social interactions; 
• Respects the significance of history as we seek knowledge, 
understanding, and relevance in our lives;
• Recognizes the importance of archival and material collections as 
social objects and catalysts for sharing information and ideas;
• Embraces innovation and encourages passion and creativity in 
our work;
• Encourages the objective analysis, civil discussion, and 
evaluation of controversial issues; 
• Promotes a culture of stewardship where all adhere to the highest 
standards of historic preservation, manage resources with integrity 
and transparency, and treat stakeholders with dignity and respect. 



It’s closing time. The school groups have left; 
the volunteers have gone home. I grab my keys 
to lock up. It is amazing how quiet the Village is 
at day’s-end. Sounds of traffic on Wattles Road 
seldom reach the gazebo. Chimney swifts twitter 
overhead on summer evenings. During winter, 
there is only quiet and I imagine walking home 
alone, centuries ago, wrapped in wool. 

The last hint of wood smoke lingers in the log cabin as I touch the 
slash marks left by a settler’s ax. I can almost hear the metal blade 
bite into the log.

I run my hand along the banister in Caswell house. So many others 
have done the same: smooth young hands, old hands blistered 
by hard work, gentle hands that tended the sick. I remember my 
grandmother’s beautiful tapered fingers as I lock the door. 

In Poppleton School I tidy the desks and think of all the children who 
learned in bare-bones rooms, sharing a few books. But young minds 
thirsty for knowledge learned in spite of their surroundings. How can 
their determination inspire us today?

Then I flick on the General Store porch light. The authentic Edison 
bulb emits a dull orange glow, nothing like the bright light of today’s 
LEDs. But a visionary like Edison understood the power that he had 
harnessed and knew that he would change the world.

Our Print and Wagon shops have distinctive smells. Men who 
labored over presses and blacksmith’s forges carried home the 
scent of ink and coal dust to wives and children who waited for their 
aromatic hugs. 

The parsonage is simple and homey– a tangible reminder that 
bigger is not always better, and that home is not defined by 
possessions. Rather it is an open door, a welcoming smile, and a 
warm meal served with love.

Little Town Hall stands empty in the shadows. But I think of 
thousands of citizens who gathered and spoke their mind, knowing 
that we the people guarantee that right.

The bell in the church steeple called communities to prayer, rang 
jubilantly for celebrations, and tolled when neighbors grieved. It is 
silent now, but images and voices from long ago fill my head with 
history’s lessons.
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Adults: $5, Seniors: $3
Children (6-12): $3

Children (Under 6): Free
Monday - Friday: 10 am - 3 pm
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SEASONAL PROGRAMS:
An in-depth look at what’s happening

6th Annual 
Antiques and Collectibles 

Appraisal Fair 
October 6: 1 - 4 pm
Every family has them– the family heirlooms 
and found treasures that have been passed 
down or couldn’t be passed over. While these 
objects have personal significance, we are 
often curious if they have monetary value or 
if they should be insured. As a service to our 
community, and in keeping with our mission, 
the Troy Historical Society is hosting the 6th 
Annual 2013 Antiques and Collectibles 
Appraisal Fair at First United Methodist of 
Troy at 6363 Livernois Road. 

The fair brings together a team of seven 
experienced appraisers, including two 
generalists who are knowledgeable of furniture 
and housewares, plus specialists in oil 
paintings, prints, engravings, pre-1933 glass, 
needlepoint and samplers, military items, toys, 
baseball cards and sports memorabilia. Those 
with items too large to transport are asked 
to bring photographs, including close-ups 
that show how the piece was assembled and 
images of identifying marks. 

Verbal appraisals are only $5 and informal 
written appraisals are available upon request 
for $20 per item. There is no admission charge 
to the event and all appraisal fees support 
the Troy Historical Society. “This is a terrific 
opportunity for you to support the Village while 
discovering the value of family heirlooms, 
collectibles, and much more,” said LaVere 
Webster who works with oil paintings and fine 
arts. Wrap up your treasures, bring them to the 
fair and enjoy a fun-filled afternoon for all ages. 
We hope to see you there! 
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Scouts Second Saturdays
October 12: Webelos Geologist 
Use Troy Historic Village resources to explore 
geology. Make a map of minerals of Michigan. 
Expect to find out about fossils and the shaping 
of our world.  

November 9: Community & Citizens
Tiger Cub Scouts and Girl Scout Daisies 
work to achieve Community and Citizen 
requirements by visiting the Village and 
learning responsible chores. We also explore 
flag etiquette and a famous national song 
celebrating 200 years.

Program runs from 10 am - 12 pm.
Price: $6/person, 1 scout leader free.
Advance registration required, space is limited. 



Cheddar’s Corner
Hi, it’s me, Cheddar the Village Mouse! I’ve been 
busy sharing stories, crafts and treats with my 
friends at Preschool Story Hour one Wednesday 
of each month. I also have my very own 
newsletter and Facebook page now! I hope to 
see you soon…$5 for adults, $3 for children, $11 
for one adult and three to five children. Advance 
registration required. 10:30 - 11:30 am. 

October 2: 
Squirrels and Nuts

November 6: 
Changing Leaves

December 4: 
Playing Music 

January 8 
Cars and Carriages

SEASONAL PROGRAMS:
An in-depth look at what’s happening

Village Talks 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TALKS HAVE BEEN 
MOVED TO THE 2ND WEDNESDAY OF THE 
MONTH AT 7:30 PM IN OLD TROY CHURCH.

October 9: Handicraft History!
Join local spinner, knitter, and blogger Shirley 
Wigman as she weaves stories of handcrafting in 
the Great Lakes region. 

November 13: Honoring our Veterans
Join VFW members Mike Kerr and Mike McHale 
in honoring our Veterans in 2013. Mr. Kerr and 
Mr. McHale will compare and contrast the lives 
of U.S. troops who fought during Vietnam with 
those who served in Operation Desert Storm.

Price: $3 for Troy Historical Society members, $5 
for nonmembers. Refreshments provided. 
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Thursday Teas at Two
Sip a cup of tea while enjoying legends and lore from cultures around the world. Presentations run 
from 2 - 3 pm in Old Troy Church. Tickets are $7 each. Advance registration is required.

October 31: A Well-Spring of Irish Tunes
Join Glen and Judi Morningstar for an exploration of the life and music of the itinerant, blind Irish 
harpist, Turlough O’Carolan. Hear them play the tunes themselves! 

November 21: Christmas Traditions
Maureen Esther returns to the Village to share the origins of our Christmas traditions. Includes a 
discussion of “Twelfth Night” festivities at the courts of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. Santa Claus is 
discussed-adults only please! 

January 30: Annie Sullivan Speaks
Veteran educator and award-winning actress Collette Cullen will share a historical and philosophical 
overview of America’s most famous teacher/student duo. As Annie Sullivan, Cullen narrates Annie’s 
impoverished early life, the obstacles she 
overcame and her vision for Helen Keller.



FEATURED PROGRAM:
The Many Sounds of Christmas  
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The sounds of the 
season will echo 
through the Village 
Green on Saturday 
December 7, from 
1-3 pm as we enjoy 
The Many Sounds 

of Christmas. Whether it’s merry caroling, the 
soothing strains of a harp, or tinkling bells, 
music enhances holiday experiences and stirs 
special memories in each of us.

This year our traditionally decorated buildings 
will resound with vocalists from regional choirs 
and instrumental music. 

Children can visit with Santa Claus, make crafts 
and enjoy complimentary holiday treats, cocoa 
and punch with their families.

We are grateful to Genisys Credit Union and 
the Troy Garden Club for their generous 
support as we ring in the holiday season. 
We ask our visitors to help us help others by 
bringing a new unwrapped gift for Toys for 
Tots. Marines will be on hand to accept your 
donations on December 7, the donation boxes 
will be at the Village from December 2-13.

Admission is free for children 12 and under, 
Adults $5 and seniors $3. Parking is available 
at Zion Community Church, where a free 
shuttle to and from the Village will be provided. 

Sponsored by:

Recipes - History You Can Taste!
Tomato, Potato, Zucchini, Summer 
Squash ‘Casserole’ Recipe

Heritage is found around the kitchen table. 
This recipe was served at our recent Volunteer 
Appreciation Picnic. We hope it creates special 
memories around your dinner table!

Ingredients: 1 tablespoon of olive oil, 1 medium 
onion, 2 cloves of garlic, 1 medium zucchini, 
1 medium summer (yellow) squash, 1 large 
potato, 1 teaspoon dried thyme, 1 teaspoon fresh 
rosemary (chopped), salt and pepper to taste, 1 
cup shredded Italian cheese.

Step 1: Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Finely dice 
the onion and mince the garlic. Saute onions in 
a skillet with olive oil until softened (roughly 5 
minutes) then add the garlic until fragrant (about 
1-2 minutes).

Step 2: While the onion and garlic are sauteing, 
thinly slice the rest of the vegetables. Slice them 
into the same shape. I used a mandolin but you 
could also use a food processor or by hand as 
well (just try to get them to be as close to the 
same thickness as possible).

Step 3: Spray the inside of an 8x8 square or 
round baking dish with non-stick spray. Spread 
the softened onion and garlic in the bottom of 
the dish. Place the thinly sliced vegetables in the 
baking dish vertically in an alternating pattern. 
Sprinkle generously with salt, pepper, thyme, and 
rosemary.

Step 4: Cover the dish with foil and bake for 
30 minutes. Remove the foil, top with cheese 
and bake for another 15-20 minutes or until the 
cheese is golden brown.  

The Many Sounds of Christmas
December 7: 1 - 3 pm



Tucked away on Mt. Elliot Avenue is a large, 
somewhat shabby looking warehouse. But 
inside this unassuming building lies history in 
the making– the workshop for the floats and 
balloons that make Woodward Avenue come 
alive year after year. Since 1982, The Parade 
Company has acted as stewards of this great 
local tradition, seen across the nation on cold, 
sometimes snowy Thanksgiving mornings.

The parade has a rich history dating back to 
1924. Inspired both by the great parades he had 
seen in Canada, and the unique papier-mâché 
heads he discovered in Europe, J.L. Hudson’s 
display director Charles Wendel formulated the 
idea for a great parade in Downtown Detroit. 
The annual event was interrupted in 1943 and 
1944 by World War II, but resumed in 1945 

under the Hudson’s brand. In the late 1970’s 
increasing costs threatened to end the tradition, 
and in 1979, Hudson’s handed over the parade 
to the Detroit Renaissance Foundation, which 
in turn passed the torch in 1983 to what would 
be known as The Parade Company. Today the 
parade follows the original 1924 route.

During autumn, thousands of people not only 
tour the parade warehouse, but also volunteer, 
donating their time and talents to design, 
fabricate, and repair the floats, costumes, 
papier-mâché heads, and giant balloons that 
enchant kids of all ages on Thanksgiving Day. As 
the second-oldest parade in the nation, behind 
only Macy’s, Detroit’s Thanksgiving Day parade 
boasts a rich history and can truly be called 
“America’s Thanksgiving Day Parade”.

A BIT OF HISTORY
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Bill Warren is a respected 
and hard-working THV 
volunteer. Along with his 
fellow gardeners and other 
volunteers, he works to 
keep the Village beautiful.

Bill Warren earned a BS in 
Mechanical Engineering from Lake 

Superior State University and spent over 34 
years as an applications engineer and program 
manager for an automotive hose supplier. He 
and his family moved to Troy in 1991.  “I retired 
just over a year ago,” Bill explained, “and now 
I apply my 50+ years of gardening experience 
to the Village garden.” A man of many interests, 
Bill is also a passionate Bluegrass musician 
and photographer. You will usually see him clad 
in overalls and carrying a camera if he’s not 
carrying a hoe! He and his wife Pam also enjoy 
spending time with their five grandchildren and a 
granddaughter-in-law. 

AROUND THE VILLAGE:
Volunteers and Pioneers

Village Spotlight 
With its ten historic 
structures settled 
around a picturesque 
Village Green, the 
Troy Historic Village 
has evolved into a 
prime attraction in 
the heart of Troy. 
Feauturing weddings 
in Old Troy Church, 
business conferences 
in intimate buildings, 
and unique events 
all year round, the 
Village is also a major 
educational facility. 
Over 12,000 school 
children pass through 
the gates, as a team 
of dedicated and 
creative staff helps history take on new meaning.



VILLAGE CALENDAR
Troy Historic Village
Troy Historical Society 
60 W. Wattles Road,
Troy, MI 48098
September 3 - October 31
Scarecrow Row

October 2: 10:30 - 11:30 am
Cheddar’s Preschool Story Hour

October 6: 1 - 4 pm
Antiques Appraisal Fair

October 9: 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Village Talks

October 12: 10 am - 12 pm
Scouts Second Saturdays

October 26: 1 - 3 pm
Halloween in Oz

October 31: 2 - 3 pm
Thursday Teas at Two

November 6: 10:30 - 11:30 am
Cheddar’s Preschool Story Hour

248.524.3570 
www.troyhistoricvillage.org  

/troyhistoricvillage 

November 9: 10 am - 12 pm
Scouts Second Saturdays 

November 13: 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Village Talks 

November 21: 2 - 3 pm
Thursday Teas at Two

December 4: 10:30 - 11:30 am
Cheddar’s Preschool Story Hour

December 7: 1 - 3 pm
The Many Sounds of Christmas

January 8: 10:30 - 11:30 am
Cheddar’s Preschool Story Hour

January 8: 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Village Talks

January 30: 2 - 3 pm
Thursday Teas at Two


