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Summer
InTime

History Camps{ }
A brand new initiative at the Troy Historic Village will fill children’s summer days with 
creative learning, engaging activities and lots of fun. Summer in Time History Fun Camps 
combine special guests, hands-on activities, games, crafts, and healthy snacks with
 history themes to create old-fashioned fun for kids ages 7-12.
     
     The seven weeks of Fun Camps are also designed to help busy working parents who 
require flexible schedules that meet their needs. Five-day camps provide full week 
experiences while 2-day and 3-day camps are available separately or can be combined 
for full week experiences. Morning and afternoon camps are offered separately or can be 
combined to provide full week experiences.

     Extended Care for morning drop off from 7:30 - 8:45 am and late pick up from 
4:15 - 5:30 pm are provided for working families and can be purchased for an entire 
camp or for specific mornings or afternoons. Details for the following Fun Camps are on  
a separate page of this issue of the Village Press:

Pioneer Days 1    6/25-6/29 (full day)
Music & Dance    7/12-7/13 (full day)
Games on the Green 1   7/16-7/20 (full day)
Ready, Set, Build! 1   7/23-7/27 (AM)
Old Time Trades & Crafts 1   7/23-7/27 (PM)
Ready, Set, Build! 2   7/30-8/1 (full day)
Let’s Get Cookin’!    8/2-8/3 (full day)
History Mysteries   8/6-8/7 (full day)
Old Time Trades & Crafts 2   8/9-8/10 (full day)
Pioneer Days 2    8/13-8/17 (AM)
Games on the Green 2   8/13-8/17 (PM)

     We also need THS members help to make these History Fun Camps a success. First, 
help us spread the word. Tell family members, friends and neighbors about these 
wonderful new programs and encourage them to enroll their children or grandchildren 
today. You can download flyers, detailed information and registration forms at 
www.summer.troyhistoricvillage.org. Second, help us gather the craft and activity 
supplies we will need for each week. We’ve included a materials list in this issue and 
simple instructions for donating materials that you may have at home, or might consider 
purchasing.  (Remember the cost of materials purchased for the Troy Historical Society 
is tax deductible.)  Finally, consider sponsoring a Fun Camp or the entire Summer in Time 
program. This is a terrific way to direct your donation to help kids learn more about the 
past and enjoy a fun-filled, engaging and safe summer. 

Just as it takes a village to raise a child, it 
will take all of us to nurture the Troy
 Historic Village! Here’s how you can help:

-Renew your THS membership when your 
renewal notice arrives.

-Make a donation to support the THS and 
Village operations.  If you cannot afford a 
lump sum gift, please make a pledge, with 
4 quarterly or 12 monthly installments.

-Make a tax deductible gift of office 
supplies, cookies for the monthly Thursday 
Teas at Two, or a gift card from Trevarrow 
Ace Hardware, Home Depot, or Meijer.

-Volunteer your time and talents.  



     On February 24 THS staff and volunteers said good-bye to Anne Nagrant who worked five years in the 
Village as a part time historic interpreter/ instructor, volunteer coordinator and Program Director.  Anne 
accepted a full time position at Cengage Learning, a firm that provides educational materials and programs to 
libraries.  We will miss Anne’s warm smile, creative ideas, teaching skills and professionalism.  However, Anne 
was quick to renew her THS membership and sign up for the April 21st Oral History Workshop.  “Now I can 
attend programs instead of planning them!” she said. We look forward to seeing Anne and her family back in the 
Village.

     Anne’s departure initiated additional staff changes in the Village.  Stephanie Suszek was promoted to 
Program Director.  Stephanie came to the Village as a volunteer, was hired as a part time interpreter and 
also assisted Melissa Luberti with maintaining collections.  Stephanie is already doing a terrific job lining up 
summer programs, including three new wonderful summer teas!

     On March 20, THS welcomed Matthew Hackett as a new part time interpreter in the Village.  Matthew has 
extensive teaching and administrative experience.  He has worked as an interpreter for the Huron Clinton 
Metroparks and is the former director of the Madison Heights Nature Center.  Matt’s love of nature is equal to 
his interest in history, as is evidenced by correspondence he provided from his Troy ancestor, Elizabeth Clark 
Douglas. See “Elizabeth Clark’s Letter.”
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     In 1924 Elizabeth “Lizzie” Clark Douglas recounted 
her family’s journey from Liverpool England to America in 
1834.  Her parents were Sam and Rebecca (King) Clark.  
Lizzie married Isaac Douglas in 1857.  His family came from 
Whitestown, NY and settled in Troy in 1824.  Lizzie, Isaac 
and her parents are interred at Romeo Cemetery, but many 
of Isaac’s family members are buried at Troy Union Cemetery.  
New Interpreter Matthew Hackett traces his ancestry to 
Lizzie Clark’s Uncle Jim (James King) who made the Atlantic 
crossing six weeks later with his wife Elinor Dawson and baby 
Mary Ann King, a cousin to Lizzie. 
     “Ninety years ago last winter I was on the Atlantic Ocean 
on a sailing vessel.  There were no steamers then. . . I was 
fourteen months old when we sailed from Liverpool.  When 
(we were) out five weeks it had been very stormy, with head 
winds blowing us back . . . The passengers were most all Irish; 
that was very hard for Kings (Lizzie’s mother) and Clarks that 
thought ourselves better than most.  I thought so too until I 
was older and read history.
     Mother and I were sick.  Mother thought she would have to 
leave me in the ocean. She had to have a nurse. The Captain 
told father to bring me up on deck every day, or I wouldn’t live 
to see America.
     High winds kept up, (and) we were blocked in the ice five 
days, expecting to be dashed to pieces, but we came out of 
it unharmed.  Then we went hopefully along, and one bright 
morning they called “Land Ahoy” and then there was great 
rejoicing.  We had been on the high seas for nearly twenty-one 
weeks. 

     Before reaching New York the ship struck a rock and began 
to leak. They hoped to reach land, and pumped for six hours. 
Then the Captain said, “Take to the lifeboats, the ship will go 
down in twenty minutes.” Father got mother and me on a boat 
and it was set adrift.
    Their goods were packed in large sea-chests, but they all 
had to be left behind on the ship. Father had a large grain sack 
holding five bushels, so he filled that crowded full and tied it 
up; then he put his bible and two hymnbooks in one pocket of 
his overcoat and filled the other with sea-biscuits, and got 
into a boat with them.
     The boat was overloaded, and a sailor began to throw things 
overboard: someone said “Hold!  That is all this man has!”  But 
the angry sailor said the boat was too heavily loaded, “We are 
going to the devil, and the first man who objects, I’ll pitch him 
after them.”  Father said he knew the man had a mind to do it, 
so he kept still, thinking he had worked for the money to buy 
those goods and he could work for more, and if he could get to 
land and find his wife and child, he could bear anything.
    He landed and found mother sitting on a box and holding 
me and (she) had a basket containing a few things for me.  
Father’s money was nearly all gone. . . Mother went into a 
store and bought a few yards of linen and flannel, and they 
took a canal-boat for Albany.  Mother was taken sick on 
the canal-boat and the men all left the boat. Father found a 
midwife and mother gave birth to my sister Sally, who was 
wrapped up in new linen and flannel.

A Bit of History: Elizabeth Clark’s Letter



These programs were made possible, in part, 
by a grant from the Michigan Humanities 
Council, an affiliate of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.  We are greatful 
for their support.  Please note that any view, 
findings, conclusions, or recommendations 
expressed in the project do not necessarily 
represent those of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities.  

   This
Spring

Recording Your Family’s Story: 
Oral History Workshop

Evening Lecture Series: A Heritage So Richly Woven
Wednesdays, at 7:30pm

Our region is home to cultures from around the globe. In 2012 we explore some of these ethnic groups, hearing their stories and how they 
found a place in Michigan. Refreshments provided. Sponsored by the Michigan Humanities Council.

April 18  Japanese-American : Mary Kamidoi, Japanese American Citizens League
May 16  Romanian-American: Marius Sidau, cultural anthropologist

Fee: $5 at the door. Free for Troy Historical Society members. No registration required.

Cheddar’s Preschool Story Time
Wednesdays at 10:30-11:15am

Fee: $2 children; $3 adults

April 4    Little Bears
May 2     Cupcake Fun

June 6     Fuzzy Lambs

Join Cheddar the Museum Mouse in listening to a classic tale in 
our monthly program for little historians. A simple craft and a 
yummy treat will make your child’s visit complete. Appropriate 
for ages 2-5; children must be accompanied by an adult. Younger 
babies permitted. Advanced registration required.

Thursday Teas at Two
Sip a cup of tea while enjoying a slice of history. A different delightful 
topic each month! Presentations begin in Old Troy Church at 2pm and 
last one hour. Guests are welcome to bring their own china cup and 
saucer if preferred.

April 26: Tea with Toys
Hear the stories behind famous toys and games like Raggedy Ann & 
Andy, Lincoln Logs, and Monopoly, as presented by Amy Clarke and 
Ron Loeffler.

Fee: $7 per person, includes admission. Register in advance as space 
is limited for this popular series. No refunds, no exchanges.

 Saturday April 21 from 10 am-3 pm
Dr. Willie McKether, an anthropologist and oral historian from the University of Toledo, 
will teach a comprehensive Oral History Workshop in the Village.  He will explain how 
to prepare for an interview and develop the right questions to generate wonderful 
narrative answers.  Dr. McKether will also provide tips on setting up the interview, 
selecting the right equipment, transcribing the oral history, and preserving the 
interview for future generations. Important copyright information and legal guidelines 
will be provided for those interested in developing or working on oral history projects 
where the content may be published, exhibited or maintained in museum archives or 
libraries. This workshop is made possible through a grant from the Michigan Humanities 
Council. The registration fee, which includes lunch, is $30 for THS members and $33 
for the general public. Please register by April 16.

Troy Historical Society 
Appraisal Fair

Sunday May 6
1 – 4 pm

Bring your antiques for identification and 
appraisal, free admission.  Appraisals per 
item: $5 (verbal) or $20 (informal written).

Location: First United Methodist Church of 
Troy, 6363 Livernois between Square Lake 
Road and South Blvd. 



Troy
Traffic Jam

     It’s time to put the top down, turn up the radio and enjoy the style and engineering 
excellence of classic cars. The Annual Troy Traffic Jam will be held on Sunday August 5 at 
the Columbia Center on the southwest corner of Big Beaver Road and Livernois. Our goal is 
to make this year’s show an outstanding fundraiser for the Troy Historical Society. 
You can help in three ways:

-Register your classic car for the event. 
Download an application at www.carshow.troyhistoricvillage.org.  The registration fee is 
$15 per car or $20 the day of the event.

-Pick up flyers at the Village or the Community Affairs office on the second floor at City Hall
Help us distribute flyers at swap meets, weekly parking lot shows at restaurants  
and banks, or to your friends, co-workers and family members who own classic cars

-Consider sponsoring the show. This is a great way to advertise your business to hundreds 
of car owners and show attendees. Or, as an individual sponsor you can provide your visible 
support for the work of the Troy Historical Society and the Troy Historic Village.

     Attend the Troy Traffic Jam on August 5, from 10am to 3pm for a great day of terrific 
cars, fun music, and delicious food. Admission and parking are free. 
Please contact Cindy Stewart at cindy.stewart@troymi.gov or Loraine Campbell 
lm.campbell@troymi.gov for more information about sponsorships or to volunteer at this 
event.
 

    Gather your heirlooms, antiques, flea-market finds and family treasures!  The 8th annual THS Antiques and Collectibles Appraisal Fair will 
be held on Sunday, May 6 at the First United Methodist Church of Troy from 1-4 pm. Ten regional antiques professionals will evaluate your 
fine art, jewelry, furniture, ceramics, glassware, books, toys, dolls, and textiles, including samplers and needlework. They will provide verbal 
appraisals for $5 and informal written appraisals for $20. Admission to the fair is free. There is no limit to the number of items you may 
bring. Refreshments will be available for donation. All proceeds support THS activities and the Troy Historic Village. For more information 
please call 248.524.3570 or e-mail info@troyhistory.org.

Mark Your Calendar: 
Antiques and Collectibles Appraisal Fair

Chrome, Muscle and Music – Roars into the Columbia Center



The Niles-Barnard House Update and Call for Volunteers
     Thank you to the scouts in Troop 1701 and our hard-working volunteers who recently removed piles of cement bricks, books, 
construction refuse, and a few household remnants from the Niles Barnard House. All the materials were transported to SOCRRA in 
volunteer Dale Schairer’s pick-up truck and recycled to the extent possible. We deeply appreciate all of their efforts. We are also pleased 
to announce that smoke and motion detectors and burglar alarms were recently installed in the house by the City of Troy. 

     The THS Buildings Work Group is now investigating a summer Wooden Window Restoration Workshop as a creative way to complete 
more work on the house while providing an educational experience for community members. Individuals who wish to learn how to repair 
and re-glaze wooden windows can learn good techniques through working on the first floor windows of the Niles Barnard House. Window 
restoration expert Jim Turner, who works with the Michigan Historic Preservation Network, will teach the two-day workshop and oversee 
the project.

      If you are interested in learning and helping through this project please e-mail lorainemcampbell@gmail.com. Put “Niles-Barnard Helper” 
in the subject line. You can also send us a quick note. Please include your phone numbers and e-mail so we can forward you information 
about the project. 

Troy Historic Village
60 West Wattles Road

Troy, MI 48098
248.524.3570

Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday

10am-3pm
Adults $3

Children $2
Children under 6 are free

Society Board Officers:
President: Cheryl Barnard

Vice President: Judy Iceman
Treasurer: John Lavender

Deputy Treasurer: Ward Randol 
Secretary: Cindy Stewart

Society Board Members:
Gloria Anderlie, Richard Barnard, Barbara 

Chambers, Alison Iceman, Sherrill Jackson, 
Jim Jarrait, Mary Kerwin, John Lavender, 

Sue Lavender, Michael Nowosatko, Judy Siess,  
Cindy Stewart, and Gerry Young

Please check the expiration date of your current membership which is on your membership card.  You will receive a notice to renew your 
membership before it expires.  For example, if your expiration date is September 2011, you can extend your membership to September 
2012.  

Master Auto Service
Complete Auto and Truck Service Center 

1025 Troy Ct.
Troy, MI 48085
248.589.1177

www.masterautoserviceinc.com



Join the Historical Society
Help Preserve the Light

The Troy Historical Society was organized in 1966 to promote the appreciation and awareness of the rich heritage of the citizens 
of Troy; to encourage preservation of records, pictures, structures, and other objects of local historical significance; and to sponsor 
programs to carry out these purposes.  You can become a member by mailing in the membership application below.  Society Board 
meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm at the Troy Historic Village.  All Society members are welcome to attend.

Troy Historical Society
Membership Application and Renewal 

Name(s):__________________________________________
E-mail:____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
City,State,Zip:______________________________________
Telephone #:_______________________________________
Birthday (MM/DD):__________________________________
Enclose payment for membership in the following categories:
 $20 Individual  $30 Family
	 $100	Business	 	 $50	Non-Profit
 $200 Individual life
Please	check	if	you	would	like	newsletters	via	E-mail:
Memorial	contributions	and	bequests	are	welcome
Your	interests	or	personal	collections/Your	history	in	Troy:
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Help preserve Troy’s history.  Send this form and your payment 
to:	Troy	Historical	Society,	60	W.	Wattles,	Troy,	MI	48098.

How do you like our new look?
Any questions or comments 
please send to:

The Village Press
Attn: Alison Iceman

60 W. Wattles
Troy MI 48098

E-mail us:
thevillagepress@troyhistory.org

We care about our members 
and would like to keep updat-
ed on any cares or concerns.  
Please feel free to call Gerry 
Young at 586.802.1225.

We welcome any member’s 
articles for the newsletter, 
subject to content and space 
limitations.

Troy Historic Village
Troy Historical Society
60 West Wattles Road
Troy, MI 48098



Select the “Summer in Time History Fun Camp” 
experiences that fit your child’s interests and family’s schedule:

Five day camps provide full week experience.
Two and three day camps are available separately or can be combined for full week experiences.
Morning and afternoon camps are offered separately or can be combined to provide full week experiences.
Extended Care for morning drop off from 7:30-8:45 am and late pick up from 4:15-5:30 pm are provided for working families and can be 
purchased for the entire camp or for specific mornings or afternoons.

Pioneer Days 1 & 2- Campers travel back in time to the early 1800s. Using games and activities, they pack a wagon, head west 
to Michigan, build shelters and log cabins, live off the land and survive as pioneers. It’s not all work, however–kids also make toys and play 
the games of pioneer children.
Music & Dance- Get ready to sing songs, learn simple dance steps, make and play simple instruments and enjoy the music of the 
19th and early 20th centuries. No prior musical training is required for this fun-packed mini-camp!
Games on the Green 1 & 2-This camp involves lots of fun, active outdoor play. Pioneer toys, Victorian-era parlor games, team 
sports, relay races, an obstacle course, and games from around the world are just some of the ways kids will play during this week of ener-
getic, battery-free enrichment.
Ready, Set, Build! 1& 2- Young inventors will love this highly interactive camp. Kids will experiment with simple machines, build 
boats, launch aircraft, and operate catapults and other things that GO! The camp fee includes a Friday morning field trip to Stony Creek 
Metropark for a Voyageur Canoe trip.
Let’s Get Cookin’!- Young cooks will prepare fresh, healthy meals from scratch. We’ll use vegetables from our log cabin’s kitchen 
garden and other ingredients and learn techniques and recipes from the 1800s.
History Mysteries- Young detectives will follow clues, decipher codes, and excavate artifacts to solve local historical mysteries. 
The camp fee includes a Monday afternoon field trip for a special behind-the-scenes tour of the Cranbrook Institute of Science natural 
history and science collections.
Old Time Trades & Crafts 1 & 2- This hands-on camp teaches kids the trades of the blacksmith, tinsmith, chandler, leather-
worker, milliner, and others through engaging activities, crafts, games and contests. Campers will also develop their own museum exhibit 
for their families and the public to enjoy.



Please consider donating the supplies listed below for the “Summer in Time History Fun Camps”. 
Please make sure that all food containers are CLEAN, DRY, AND HAVE NO ROUGH EDGES. Place all 

items in bags and label each bag with the code from the supply list; the quantity and type of each item in the 
bag; and your name, address and email. 

Call 248-524-3301 with questions. Thanks so much for helping!

Walk the Indian Trail
     In May 1987 a bronze plaque was affixed to a boulder on the property of the Almon Starr House at 3123 
Crooks Road,  in Royal Oak. The plaque, placed by state archeologist James Halsey,  identified the site as the “last 
remnant of the Saginaw Indian Trail.” On Saturday May 19, 2012 at 10 am,  The Royal Oak Historical Society 
and the Friends of the Almon Starr House will commemorate the 25th anniversary of the plaque and the 175th 
anniversary of Michigan’s  statehood with “Walk the Indian Trail.” As part of this event, cash prizes will be 
awarded to students and adults who arrive in Native American costumes and to students, grades 3–8, for essays 
about the trail. All are welcome- participation is not restricted to Royal Oak residents. For more information and 
essay contest rules please contact Tom Regan (248-797-1075) or Lois Lance (248-546-0138.).


